
HDMI to HDMI 

The most common and basic way of plugging into your television’s HDMI port 

will be from the HDMI port on your laptop.  As with TVs, the majority of recently 

manufactured laptops will have an HDMI port on them.   

 

VGA to VGA 

VGA connections are common on computers and televisions, but are 

becoming outdated, so you may not see them on newer laptop models.  VGA 

can produce a good looking picture, but is not in the same league as its digital 

counterparts (HDMI, DVI).  VGA also can’t carry sound.  

If you are using VGA connect your computer to a TV, you’ll have to find another 

way to get your audio going.  You basically have two choices: you can use 

external speakers that you hook up to your computer (or use the speakers built 

into your laptop), or you can use a separate audio cable to output the sound 

from your computer to the TV. 

 

If your TV doesn’t automatically detect and adjust itself for the new connection, 

you will have to manually select the correct input on your TV.  If you are on the 

correct input and still don’t see a picture, you’ll need to adjust the display 

settings on your computer. 



The easiest way is to press the Start key + P.  From there, you can decide how 

you’d like to use the television display (clone, extend, etc). If you duplicate the 

screen, your television and laptop will have the same images. 

 

Connect wirelessly with Bluetooth 

Another way to stream video from your computer on your TV is through a 

Bluetooth connection. Some televisions have Bluetooth capability built in, and 

almost all computers have a Bluetooth function. This method allows you to 

wirelessly connect your TV screen to your computer. 

The specifics of connecting your computer and TV using Bluetooth will vary 

depending on the devices you have. Not all computers and TVs will have the 

same settings. However, here are some general instructions for this method: 

To connect your computer to your TV using Bluetooth, make sure Bluetooth is 

enabled and active on both devices. Ensure your computer is a “discoverable” 

Bluetooth device so your TV will be able to pick up the signal from your 

computer. Using your TV’s Bluetooth settings, pair your computer to your TV. 


