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LEXINGTON EMPLOYEE WINS STATEWIDE DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONAL 
EXCELLENCE AWARD 

 
Brenda Dwyer of Broadalbin was one of four direct support professionals in the state to receive 

The Arc New York’s Thomas A. Maul Direct Support Professional Excellence Award. 
 

Gloversville, NY – Brenda Dwyer, a resident of Broadalbin who works at The Arc Lexington, 

was a 2018 recipient of The Arc New York’s Thomas A. Maul Direct Support Professional 

Excellence Award. She was one of only four direct support professionals in the state to receive 

this honor, which recognizes excellence, creativity, commitment and high quality in care and 

service provided to the people she supports.  

 Dwyer has worked at Lexington for nearly 10 years. She began her career as a support 

staff in Lexington’s day program. As a co-owner of Adirondack Stained Glass Works in 

Gloversville and self-taught artist in her own right, Dwyer came to Lexington with strong 

creative skills and many connections in the local arts community, which she used to create new 

opportunities for the people she supports. Her innovations in using the arts as a platform for 



cultivating talent, building self-confidence and introducing new experiences led her to her 

current role as Lexington’s Environmental and Creative Arts Specialist.  

Through Creative Expressions, Dwyer teaches art classes, fosters art appreciation, takes 

people to museums and galleries, and helps artists exhibit and sell their work in galleries around 

the state. Her work with Creative Expressions made Lexington take note of the interest people 

showed in arts of all kinds and helped inspire the creation of the Paul Nigra Center for Creative 

Arts in Mayfield, a nationally recognized, community-integrated center for the creation of, 

enjoyment of and participation in the arts.  

The Nigra Arts Center has opened up even more opportunities to the people Lexington 

supports. Within the walls of the arts center, they can take classes in fine arts, crafts, music, 

theater, yoga, cooking and more, attend concerts and special events, and exhibit artwork 

alongside members of the community. Dwyer teaches a wide range of classes for people of all 

ages at the Nigra Arts Center and serves as its gallery curator, overseeing its rotating art exhibits, 

submitting calls for artists and selecting pieces for display and special awards.   

 Dwyer’s work in encouraging and supporting artists to explore and express their creative 

talents has had an immeasurable personal impact on countless lives. Her dedication has paid off 

in concrete ways as well: in part due to her contributions, 43 artists Lexington supports have sold 

151 pieces to date. This equals more than $16,000 in sales for the artists Lexington supports. Her 

inclusive efforts to make sure the artists she supports are treated no differently than any other 

community artist were a key factor in the Nigra Arts Center receiving a 2017 Award of 

Excellence from the Council on Quality and Leadership. This award recognized the arts center’s 

success in creating an environment where artistic expression and diverse creativity can flourish 

for all aspiring and established artists, with and without disability. 



 “Brenda has greatly expanded the opportunities for enrichment of the people we support 

at Lexington due to her deep commitment and vast knowledge,” said Shaloni Winston, executive 

director of Lexington. “Brenda continuously finds new ways to include people in experiences 

that make a difference in their lives. She has helped numerous individuals focus on their art and 

realize that through creating and selling art, they can have a level of success they never 

imagined. We are very grateful that she has helped them become successful entrepreneurs and 

respected artists who share their talents and the limelight with other successful artists in our 

region. Without Brenda, Lexington would be a less colorful place.” 

Lexington, Chapter of The Arc New York, is a private, not-for-profit agency providing a 

wide range of services to adults and children who have disabilities in Fulton and Albany 

Counties. Created in 1953 by a group of concerned parents, Lexington is recognized as one of 

the leading agencies of its kind in New York State.  

For more information about Lexington and its programs and services, visit 

www.lexingtoncenter.org or “like” us on Facebook: Lexington, Chapter of The Arc New York or 

www.facebook.com/LexingtonARC. 

 



Photo Caption: Brenda Dwyer receiving her Thomas A. Maul Direct Support Professional 

Excellence Award at a special luncheon in Albany. Pictured, left to right, are Judy Schelle, 

president of Lexington’s board; Thelma Senecal, a successful artist affiliated with Lexington’s 

Creative Expressions program; Dwyer; Shaloni Winston, executive director of Lexington; and 

David Miller, a member of Lexington’s board. 
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